[Advances in in vitro refolding of inclusion body proteins].
Overexpression of recombinant proteins in E. coli often results in formation of insoluble, inactive inclusion bodies. These inclusion bodies, which contain the recombinant proteins in a highly enriched form, can be isolated by solid/liquid separation. After solubilization, active proteins can be generated through an appropriate refolding process. Within the last decade, specific strategies and methods have been developed for preparing active recombinant proteins from inclusion bodies. Recent developments in renaturation procedure include the inhibition of aggregation during refolding by the application of low molecular weight additives and matrix-bound renaturation techniques.